JOB LANE BARN SKETCH

Artist: STILES
C1720 post and beam, built in 1993.

The planning for the Job Lane Barn began in the late 1980’s. Why? There was a long-
term plan for the Museum, and it included a barn, equipment and uses for the barn to
make a more complete Farm Museum.

Jeannette Pothier was President and called a meeting of the Executive Board who met
with the Board of Directors, among them John Filios and Lloyd Walker. It was decided
that we should go forward and ask the Town to build a barn with caretaker quarters
behind it.

It was at Town Meeting when the Town voted down to build the barn and caretaker
guarters that people passed checks along to us, siting in the front row, so that we could
raise our own money to build the barn.

We gathered as a Barn Committee and planned to raise the money to build the barn.
But how? We held barn yard sales (actually big yard sales), bake sales, and then
Jeannette Pothier and Carol Carlson spoke to the Bedford Rotary Club. The Rotary
agreed to help us build the barn. We found through the Club, a builder, an architect,
and a liaison person. That was Bill Waite Jr., Art Smith, and Nat Brown. Then, they
further helped us plan how to raise more money by having each timber, board and nalil
be associated with someone’s name for the donation. We did a lot of advertising, a
great many events, and we found through Bill Waite Jr., a timber framer, Tom Musco,
of Royalston Oak Timber Frames. When we had enough money, to buy the hand-
hewn timber frame, the planning to raise the barn was in full swing.

With the Rotary Club, volunteers, our members, for a total of over 80 people, the post
and beam barn frame was raised on June 26, 1993. The next day the roof and sides
were enclosed by nailing boards to them. The story is all on the framed display in the
Barn. It took many years, many people, and working very long hours together. We did
it, built the barn, made it beautiful, and gave it away. We signed a Deed giving the barn
to the Town of Bedford, who had issued a license to allow us to build the barn on the
property. Celebrating the 25" year on July 29, 2018.

Jeannette Pothier, Self-appointed Barn Director



